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Baldock library (25th November 2019) –  

An exhibition of intriguing photographs made in the genre of ‘late photography’ 
by photographic artist Kieren Welch will be on display at Baldock library in 
Hertfordshire for one week.  

 

About the artist – 

Kieren Welch is a photographic artist based in Hertfordshire. His conceptual work 
investigates the transformation of historical places around England altered by 
conflict. He has been working towards a BA (hons) in Photography with the Open 
College of the Arts while teaching at Buckinghamshire Adult Learning Centres as 
well as making work for online stock libraries. A selection of his photographic art 
is now available online at: 

https://www.saatchiart.com/kierenwelch 



 

 

About the project - 

Conflict, Memory and Landscape is a long-term project by the artist which visually 
explores and investigates places traumatised by violence. The work has been 
influenced by the relatively new genre of ‘late photography’ and practitioners 
working within that genre. Simon Norfolk, Bart Michiels, Richard Misrach and 
Willie Doherty are a few of the more well-known photographic artists who have 
successfully made thought provoking work in war zones, historical crime scenes 
and places scarred by violence. Late photographs generally picture ruins or traces 
of violence in a place some time after the event has happened. It could be hours, 
days, weeks, months or even years later. These places are often in war zones or 
at historical crime scenes. Kieren’s work is much less obvious in its approach and 
visits places where the event happened a much longer time ago and when visible 
traces have been obscured by time and the changing landscape. Sometimes no 
traces remain of the event. 

Early in the project Kieren’s research looked at historical crime scenes, some 
dating back nearly a thousand years. More recently the project has expanded to 
include battlefields around England. Some of these battlefields are well known 
Hastings and Naseby for example. Others are less well known. Few would have 
heard of The Battle of North Walsham during The Peasants Revolt in 1381 unless 
they are avid Alan Partridge fans. 

 

Making the work - 

Kieren’s photographs are made using a mixture of traditional analogue and 
modern digital photography techniques. Kieren’s approach is slow and 
methodical, he has likened his slow approach as being contemplative and even 
meditative. The camera with either his favourite standard or moderate wide-
angle lens is always mounted on a heavy tripod allowing for slow shutter speeds 
and increased depth of field even in late evening light. He photographs the exact 
location or as close as possible to the actual site of a battle or crime scene. Late 
evening light is often preferred, the sun low in the sky casting long shadows 
across urban, suburban and rural scenes. This is one of more unusual aspects of 
the images on show. They often do not focus on the more traditional subjects of 
landscape art. Street scenes, abstract close ups, unspoilt countryside and 
deadpan urban scenes are all linked together by the same concept. The 
photographs retain a documentary quality, ‘they show the reality of the place, 
anything additional is in the mind of the viewer’. Kieren does minimal retouching 
of his photographs preferring to show the reality of a place, he creates 



 

 

forensically detailed images that in some way’s mimic crime scene photography, 
enticing the audience to hunt for evidence of a long past conflict. 

 

About the venue - 

Kieren was very pleased to have the opportunity to show his work in the 
historical market town of Baldock. The town was founded by the Knights Templar 
who are well known for their part in the crusades during the 12th century. It has 
been suggested that the towns name derives from the French spelling for 
Baghdad which at the time had the biggest market in the world. The Knights 
Templar had attempted and failed to conquer the city during the crusades. 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact – 

Kieren Welch  |  www.kierenwelch.net  |  07745 069141 

libraries.information@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

http://www.kierenwelch.net/
mailto:libraries.information@hertfordshire.gov.uk


 

 

 


